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The Baptism of the Lord 

 

Today we, Gods beloved children in whom he is 

well pleased, celebrate the end of the Christmas 

season, and that may make you ask yourself why we 

would celebrate it, especially when Christmas 

“ended” a while ago. In today’s readings, God 

himself celebrates what is taking place in the 

Gospel: John the Baptist baptizes Jesus in the river 

Jordan.  He’s going to bring justice to the world, be 

a light for the nations, open the eyes of the blind, 

and free prisoners, Today, Jesus starts his public 

Ministry.   And for God, today marks the day he 

fulfills his promise! Today, God is sending out the 



Savior of the world, to get to work. On today’s feast, 

the Baptism of the Lord, we’re celebrating Jesus 

finishing his silent years in Nazareth and going out 

to preach salvation to the world, not just to the 

people of Israel!  That’s important to note - In 

today’s Second Reading (Acts 10:34–38) Peter 

rejoices over just that, that salvation is not just for 

the people of Israel, but for everyone who respects 

God and acts uprightly. When Jesus is baptized, he 

institutes a new kind of baptism. a baptism of the 

Holy Spirit and available to everyone. Peter is 

speaking to Cornelius, who was the first non-Jew to 

be baptized in Church history.  Cornelius was a 

Roman centurion, and since he wasn’t a Jew, Peter 

wouldn’t have visited him unless the Holy Spirit had 

said it was okay to do so. Again, Jews thought 

originally that the Savior would only come for the 



Jews. Cornelius had heard about Jesus and his 

promise of salvation and had been praying for a sign. 

Peter was praying too, and they didn’t know each 

other at all. An angel came to Cornelius and told him 

to send men to find and bring Peter. Through these 

individual prayers, the Holy Spirit brought these 

men together and subsequently revealed to Peter and 

the Church that the Savior was coming for every 

single one of us, to all nations that “fears God” 

(respects God) and “acts uprightly” (acts in a good 

way). As Peter rejoices that the Savior has come for 

everyone, he recalls Jesus’ baptism as the beginning 

of doing good and healing all those who were 

oppressed by the devil in the world. Our Lord’s 

public ministry began with his baptism, so we 

celebrate today with God, with Peter, with 

Cornelius, and with everyone who has become 



Christian since through the waters of baptism. We 

celebrate that Jesus began to go out and do good, 

heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and free those 

who are imprisoned by sin. We also celebrate 

baptism today. Church Fathers and Doctors have 

said Our Lord sanctified the waters for baptism even 

as he took the plunge into the waters of the Jordan to 

receive John’s. In remembering Our Lord’s baptism, 

we remember our own with gratitude.  When we 

make an important decision, we describe it as 

“taking the plunge,” like deciding to dive into water, 

unsure of how deep, warm, or cold it is. Our Lord 

today didn’t take the plunge for himself. He didn’t 

need John’s baptism. He took it for us. In taking the 

plunge, he taught our parents to take the plunge on 

our behalf by bringing us to the waters of baptism. 

Our parents may have “plunged” us a long time ago, 



but the moment comes when we need to take the 

plunge too by putting those baptismal graces to work 

for the sake of God and others. As we begin a new 

year, and the Christmas season concludes, Jesus’ 

private and public life show us it is time for us to get 

to work as well.  In the Christmas season, we spent 

more time at home, resting, being with family and 

friends, receiving gifts, and getting ready to live the 

New Year better! It’s not a time for gloom and doom 

as we return to work, to school or to the daily grind: 

it’s time to show Our appreciation for all the Lord 

has given us over the last year, and all he’s given us 

during the Christmas season.  Its time for us to get 

the word out about salvation. Cornelius heard about 

salvation from someone, long before he met St. 

Peter, and there are lots of Cornelius’ out there who 

are looking for what our faith has to offer. They are 



hungry for God. That makes it all the more 

important to understand one of the primary lesson 

Jesus’s baptism is teaching us today - It’s time for us 

to get to work; to be the Catholic light for our 

families, our neighbors and our friends!  There is no 

greater moment than now to express our faith to the 

generations coming behind us, to be a light to all the 

nations, to open the eyes of the blind, free prisoners, 

bring justice to a world that won’t know justice 

without our witness and to keep our own baptismal 

promises to the mission of Jesus’ on earth.  We have 

been given so many gifts, and it’s time to show those 

gifts in public and to proudly let people know who 

gave them to you!  Let’s start that today, right here 

in the pews of very place we receive our greatest 

gifts; thank Our Lord for coming into our bodies 

today, for the Christmas Season of renewal and for 



this New Year. And as we go out from here and into 

our public life, share the gifts and grace of your 

baptism as a way to show gratitude to Our Lord for 

all the blessings he has poured out on us. Pray for 

those who are suffering from hunger and war and 

pray for all those Cornelius’ out there to find and 

love God, to do good, and to find salvation through 

us, God’s beloved, baptized children, with whom he 

is well pleased!  

 

 


